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FROM THE RULINGS OF WINTER
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Winter has certain rulings in Islamic law, prophetic
traditions, and observed manners that people of faith and
piety should adhere to and observe their due rights. I

remind you of some of them:
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First Point: The changing of time into day and night,
heat and cold, is one of the signs of Allah.
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{Indeed, in the creation of the skies and the earth and the
alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of
understanding. C) ¥ G-mran 190,
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These signs are only understood by those with
intellect, so we should reflect on the lessons in the

changing conditions.
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We couldn’t endure the sun just a few months ago,
and now we seek it out. This change is a lesson and a sign
for those of understanding so that they may know the
power of the Almighty.
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In these changes are benefits, as experts mention
they benefit the body, which thrives in the alternation

between heat and cold.
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Second Point: Perfecting ablution in severe cold.
Among the righteous deeds and acts of worship is
performing ablution thoroughly in this cold, for it raises

ranks and erases sins.
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Muslim narrates from Abu Huraira & that the

Prophet 4 said: «Shall T tell you what erases sins and

raises ranks?» They said, “Of course, O Messenger of




Allah.” He said: «Perfecting ablution under difficult

circumstances, taking many steps to the mosque, and

waiting for the next prayer after the prayer—that is
dedication.»
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Also, in the narration of At-Tirmidhi from ‘Abdullzh

ibn ‘Abbas &, there is a story in which Allah asked the

<> what the highest assembly disputes about.
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Do you know who the highest assembly is? They are
the closest angels. So, in what do they rejoice over the

child of Adam? And in what do they compete to elevate

and transmit? It is in what will be mentioned shortly.
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The Prophet 4 said: «Remaining in the mosques
after prayer, walking to congregational prayers, and
performing ablution in difficult conditions. Whoever does

that lives well and dies well, and will be free of sin as if it

were the day his mother bore him.»
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This hadith indicates the great virtue in performing

ablution under difficult conditions.

igefj dl s,

-

[ must highlight two affairs here:
5 Sl 2l diae 3 5L W Ahss Coad Y 15V Yl
Loj»g\j)aaa\u;gbl\\@\jcmﬂ\gﬂbw iaxl \J.> 20
b sl Joi |

\




First Affair: It is not encouraged to deliberately use
cold water if warm water is available. Seeking hardship
goes against the Shari‘ah. It applies to those who are

compelled to use cold water for ablution or bathing.
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Second affairs: Some people, when making ablution
or bathing with cold water, neglect to cover all required

areas. Such ablution or bathing is invalid, which also

invalidates their prayer.
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Third Point: Night prayer. A weak hadith mentions
that winter is the spring of the believer; its night is long




for prayer, and its day is short for fasting. The long nights
in winter are an excellent opportunity for worshipers,
allowing them to rest and wake up energetically to

converse with their Lord.

IS dewup@&\»dd\j\u\ww,@j
0 0 5 R 255 -l ety i) 01 s 35108

o
*»
~
& <. 0

\}E'\\””/”\Jv?'jc&@w_&,_;.&g //“'j*ojj\c-w\-éb\m
'"L..Sﬂ‘é "\"\ g\;ytﬁ;’:&’ Jl \jjﬁ\ :J)fé_}cglw‘sy ‘i“f

At-Tabarani narrated in "Al-Kabir" that ‘Abdullah
ibn Mas‘td & said: “There are two people to whom Allah
smiles: ...and a man who wakes up alone at night,
performs ablution, prays upon Muhammad 4%, praises
Allah, and begins reciting the Qur’an. Allah smiles at him

and says, ‘Look at My servant, none sees him but Me.”
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How amazing! Allah smiles—do you know who is
smiling? It is Allah, and it is a sigh of His ultimate pleasure
with the deed of His servant, who leaves his comfort at
night to turn to his Lord. Winter is indeed a precious

opportunity for the believer to stand in prayer at night.
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Fourth Point: Fasting. Fasting is a significant act of
worship. In Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, Abd Huraira
narrates that the Prophet < said: «Fasting is a shield.» It
protects from Hell, and the Prophet & said: «...for the
fasting person there are two joys: one when he breaks his
fast, and the other when he meets his Lord. And the smell
from the fasting person’s mouth is better in the sight of
Allah than the smell of musk.»
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Allah says: «Every act of the son of Adam is for him
except for fasting, for it is for Me, and I will reward for it.»
This hadith highlights the virtues of fasting. During
winter, fasting is easier for believers as the day is short,
with little thirst or exhaustion. It is a chance to draw

closer to Allah through fasting.
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Abli Huraira 2 said: “Shall I tell you about the cool
bounty?” They sald, “What is that, AbGi Huraira?” He
replied, “Fasting in winter.” He spoke the truth, as fasting




in winter earns the virtue mentioned in the Sunnah of the

Prophet .
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Be diligent, O servants of Allah, to fast on Mondays,
Thursdays, and the White Days, and strive to increase
fasting. At the very least, one should fast three days every

month.
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Bukhari and Muslim narrate from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr
ibn Al-‘As & that the Prophet

you to fast three days a month, for every good deed is

& said: «It is enough for

multiplied by ten, and that is the fasting of the entire

year.»
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Fifth Point: In our land, rain often falls in winter. It
should be known that, in case of heavy rain, it is

permissible to combine prayers, whether it is Zuhr and
‘Asr or Maghrib and ‘Isha’.
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In Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas
said: “The Messenger of Allah & prayed seven rak‘ahs and
eight rak‘ahs [combined Dhuhr and Asr, Maghrib and Isha]
in Madinah.” Ayytb As-Sakhtiyani said, “In the rain.”

Imam Malik s mentioned a similar ruling.
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Thus, it is permissible to combine prayers in the rain,
but scholars restrict it to heavy rain that soaks the
clothing. If the rain is that severe, combining is

permissible.
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It is a mistake for some people to rush to combine
prayers whenever they see any rainfall. This is incorrect,
as not all rain justifies combining prayers; only rain that

causes hardship and soaks the clothing.
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Sixth Point: In winter, people often wear socks and

leather slippers, and there are rulings regarding wiping
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over them. The resident may wipe for a day and night,

while the traveler may wipe for three days and nights.
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Muslim narrates from CAli ibn Abi Talib « that he

said: “The Messenger of Allah ¢ set three days and nights
for the traveler, and one day and night for the resident,”

referring to wiping over the socks.
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For a resident, wiping over the khuffs (leather socks)
is permitted for 24 hours, and for a traveler, it is

permitted for 72 hours. The duration starts from the first

13



wipe after a state of minor impurity (hadath). For
example, if a man performed ablution, prayed, then
renewed his ablution (without a new hadath) and wiped
over the khuffs, the time period does not begin with this
wipe. Rather, it starts from the first wipe after a new
hadath. Once he wipes after a hadath, he may continue to

wipe for a duration of one day and night (24 hours).
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If, before the completion of 24 hours (i.e., before the
full day has passed), he wipes without having a new
hadath, then reaches the end of the 24 hours, he remains
in a state of purity and can pray as he wishes. However,
after the 24 hours have passed, he is no longer permitted

to continue wiping over his khuffs. If he then experiences
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a new hadath, he must remove his khuffs, perform

ablution, and wash his feet.
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It is essential to know that wiping over thin khuffs is
not valid, nor over thin socks that are transparent due to
their thinness. The scholars have unanimously agreed on
this, as reported by Al-Mansiiri and Al-Kasani, and this is
also the view of the scholars and imams of the four schools
of thought. However, it is permissible to wipe over torn
khuffs or torn socks. Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, “Were the
khuffs of the Muhajirin (Emigrants) and the Ansar
(Helpers) anything but torn?”
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Seventh Point: If one cannot perform ablution or

bathe due to severe cold and fears harm, then dry

ablution (tayammum) is permitted.

Imam Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrates a consensus that if
one fears death, tayammum is permitted. This falls under

Allah’s command:

¢And if you do not find water, then perform tayammum.}

(An-Nisa> 4:43),

So, if a person cannot use water due to illness, fear of
worsening their disease, or fear of death, then tayammum

is permissible.
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O Allah, the One whom there is no god worthy of
worship but You, O Merciful, make us Your worshipers at
all times, in cold and heat, in winter and summer. O Allah,
make us among those who are quick to do good deeds,
those who hasten to act in righteousness, those who fast
on winter’s cool days, and those who stand in prayer
through its long nights. Accept from us, O Most Merciful

of the merciful.
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[ say what I have said, and I seek Allah’s forgiveness for

myself and you, so seek His forgiveness, for He is the All-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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REHIARE
To complete what has been mentioned.
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Eighth Point: Allah has blessed us with many great
blessings: warm clothing, satisfying food, and general
safety that allows a person to feel secure for himself, his
family, his children, and his wealth, among many other

blessings.
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These are great blessings, as Allah says:

{And He created the grazing livestock for you; in them is
warmth and [numerous] benefits, and from them you eat. C) )

(An-Nahl 16:5).

This is a tremendous blessing, to keep ourselves

warm in clothes that protect us from the cold.
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So thank Allah for these blessings, for you have
brothers near and far who live in poverty, hunger, and
extreme cold. They lack sufficient clothing to protect

themselves from the cold or enough food to satisfy their

hunger.
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Fear Allah, my brothers, and recognize the value of
this blessing. Know that blessings are preserved by
gratitude.
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¢If you are grateful, I will surely increase you.3 toranim 127,
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So, be thankful to Allah for these blessings, adhere to
obedience to Him, and beware of disobedience. Imam
Bukharl narrated that Anas ibn Malik & said, “You

commit deeds that are more subtle in your eyes than a

hair, but in our time, we considered them among the

). 7?7

destructive sins in the time of the Prophet .
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Al-Bayhaqi narrates from Bilal ibn Sa‘d &, who said,
“Do not look at the smallness of the sin but rather at the

greatness of the One you have disobeyed.”
2 ekl b —die 275 Al da- Bies il M) W)Y
45539 4p0lal 435 e B 25 esl) OB 1yl

There is no god worthy of worship but Allah! He
spoke the truth—may Allah have mercy on him and be
pleased with him—for indeed, a believer fears the burden
of sins. A believer is cautious and fearful of his Lord

because of his sins and transgressions.
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Al-Bukhari also narrates from ¢Abdullzh ibn
Mas‘td 2, who said, “The believer views his sins as if he
were sitting beneath a mountain, fearing it would fall
upon him, while the sinner views his sins as if they were

a fly that passed by his nose.”
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So, reflect upon yourselves, O brothers in faith, and
examine your state concerning prayer. And what do you
know of prayer? It is the pillar of the religion and the
second pillar of Islam. Among Muslims are those who do
not maintain the five daily prayers, and some neglect the
Fajr prayer, not performing it. Some Muslims have
abandoned all five daily prayers in the mosques, and some

do not even pray in their own homes. This is disbelief and

apostasy—may Allah protect us all.
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Imam Muslim narrates from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah &
that the Prophet ¢ said: «Between a person and shirk and

kufr is abandoning prayer.»
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Our esteemed Shaykh, Abdul Aziz ibn Baz (may Allah
have mercy on him), stated that one who deliberately sets
an alarm for 7:00 AM to wake for work and then prays as

he heads to work—that this person is a disbeliever!
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Do you understand what disbeliever means? It means

he is an apostate; his deeds are nullified. No one would

pray over him, wash him, shroud him, or bury him in the
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Muslim cemeteries, nor is he to be supplicated for. His
marriage is invalid, and his children are legally
illegitimate—along with all other rulings that follow from

abandoning the prayer.
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Fear Allah, servants of Allah, and recognize the

blessings in which you live. Hasten to repentance.
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¢And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers,

that you might succeed. C) 3 tuar 240,
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¢0 you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere
repentance. Perhaps your Lord will remove from you your

misdeeds.} (rabrim e6:9).
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So, fear Allah and hasten to repentance; fear Allah

and hasten to return to Him. The matter is of the utmost

severity.
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Ninth Point: Remember, as you experience this cold,
that it is a breath from the Fire of Hell. Al-Bukhari and
Muslim narrated from Abli Huraira 2 that the Prophet <
said, «The Fire complained to its Lord, saying, ‘O my Lord,
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parts of me are consuming each other.” So, He permitted
it two breaths: one in the winter and one in the summer.
The harshest heat you experience is from its heat, and the

coldest chill you experience is from its cold.»
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In Hell, there is zamharir—a severe cold—and a deep
pit. Allah will make the people of Hell suffer an
excruciating punishment, alternating between intense
heat and blazing Fire, the kind that none but the most
wretched will enter. This Fire has an immense depth,
filled with darkness and extreme heat, and then turns to

the freezing cold of zamharir, the most bitter cold.
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This is a grave matter, brothers in faith—a severe
matter, O Muslims—so guard yourselves against this
Hellfire and flee from it by obeying Allah. Al-Bukhari and
Muslim narrated from ‘Adi ibn Hatim :& that the
Prophet 2 said, «There is none of you but will speak to
his Lord without any interpreter between them. He will
look to his right and see only what he has done; he will
look to his left and see only what he has done; and he will
look ahead of him and see only the Fire facing him. So,
protect yourselves from the Fire, even if only with half a
date.»
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O Allah, we seek refuge in You from the Fire. O Allah,
we seek refuge in You from Hell. O Allah, we seek refuge
in You from Your wrath and Your painful punishment
and torment. We ask You, by Your mercy, to treat us with

Your grace, O Most Merciful of the merciful.
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